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School Board Candidates
Twelve School Board seats are available when voters go to the polls next month. Candidates for
the various independent boards within SAU 16 are listed below. Voting takes place in all
districts on Tuesday, March 11, 2014. Registered voters will be asked to choose from among
the following. Each term is for three years unless noted otherwise.
Brentwood (2 seats available): Elizabeth “Liz” Faria and Amy Mitchell
Kensington (1 seat available): Dennis Roffman and Paul Staller
East Kingston (1 seat available): Korrine Bork
Exeter (1 seat available): Dawn Bullens and Paul Nicholson
Exeter Region Cooperative (4 seats available; 1 from each of the following towns):
East Kingston - No candidate
Exeter - Kate Segal and Mr. Chris Suprock
Kensington (two-year term) - Jane Bannister
Stratham - James Firmin
Newfields (1 seat available): Kirsten Lord
Stratham (2 seats available): Robert O’Sullivan and Eric von der Linden
Coop Budget Advisory Candidates
Three seats on the Budget Advisory Committee for the Exeter Region Cooperative School
District are available when voters go to the polls next month. Candidates are listed below.
Voting takes place in all districts on Tuesday, March 11, 2014. Registered voters will be
asked to choose from among the following. Each term is for three years.
Brentwood: Krista Steger
Exeter: Roy Morrisette
Kensington: Cheryl McDonough
Mr. Dick Keays to Retire in June
After serving as Principal of Lincoln Street School since 1993, Mr. Dick Keays announced his
retirement at the end of this school year. With the distinction of being the “Dean” among the
SAU 16 principals, Mr. Keays is highly regarded for his outstanding kindness, dedication,
commitment, and service to the children and families of Exeter. A lifelong educator and a native
of Dover, Mr. Keays has been involved in public education in Exeter since 1978 when he started
his career as a first grade teacher. His service has spanned 36 years!

Property Valuations in all six towns
When it comes to setting the local tax rate each year, a major component is the total property
value in each community. Because New Hampshire is a state with neither a state sales tax nor a
state income tax, the heaviest burden is placed on local property tax owners to meet the expenses
of towns (or cities) and local school districts. The amount appropriated is decided annually at
Town Meetings and School District Meetings. With the six communities of SAU 16, property
values at the end of 2013 for school purposes vary widely:
Brentwood--$488,584,559
East Kingston--$277,490,507
Exeter--$1,574,880,430
Kensington--$287,503,860
Newfields--$238,336,099
Stratham--$1,196,350,118
Voting Trends
Responsible citizenship is often displayed by being involved in the democratic process. Voting
is very important because of the significant amount of public funds that are committed to this
essential work. Within the six communities of SAU 16, recent voter turnout in March elections
is relatively low. Consider these facts:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

There are approximately 24,000 registered voters in the six communities that comprise
SAU 16
In March 2013, only 13.67% of those voters cast a ballot in the March elections
Only Brentwood and Stratham hold traditional Annual School District Meetings
The five other independent School Districts use the SB 2 format for their Annual School
District Meetings
In March 2013, 3% of the registered voters participated in the Annual School District
Meeting in Brentwood
In March 2013, 1% of the registered voters participated in the Annual School District
Meeting in Stratham
In March 2013, only 13.67% of the registered voters in the Exeter Region Cooperative
School District cast a vote on the proposed operating budget
In the past three years, 19.68% is the highest number of the registered voters in the Exeter
Region Cooperative School District to cast a vote
Remember to vote on Tuesday, March 12, 2014!

Did You Know?
Swasey Central School and the Cooperative Middle School are joining East Kingston
Elementary School as an official “UNH Intern Site.” This is a wonderful opportunity for
university students to contribute their talents to a school while practicing their skills as a teacher.

The Three C’s—Curriculum, Communication, Community Service + Transitions
At Lincoln Street School (LSS), Mrs. Pupino’s class recently held a Wax Museum featuring
famous New Hampshire citizens as part of the fourth grade Social Studies curriculum that
focuses on the history of our state. Among the impressive wax figures were President Franklin
Pierce and astronaut Alan Shepard. Also at LSS, the students and staff raised over $1,000 for the
Exeter Area Chamber of Commerce Children’s Fund that helps to provide winter clothing for
needy families throughout Rockingham County.
The Exeter Adult Education program has transitioned to a new High School Equivalency Test
(HISET) and was the first site to offer this test in the state. This was done at the Rockingham
County House of Correction in Brentwood. This location serves as an addendum site for Exeter
Adult Education and both instruction and testing are provided there on a regular basis.
At Stratham Memorial School (SMS), two fifth grade classes will be using two units (Matter
and Natures Recyclers) from “Science Companion” which is a web-based program that also
utilizes hands-on science experiments for students. Third and fourth grade classes have selected
science kits to complement their curriculum work. The third grade students and teachers will
focus on Structures of Life and Sun, Moon, and Stars. The fourth grade students and teachers
will focus on Discovering Science Through Inquiry: Energy and Light and Sound. This work is
being done in collaboration with the SAU Science Curriculum team work.
Newfields Elementary School (NES) is collecting one food a month to support the End 68
Hours of Hunger program throughout the SAU. Students collected 150 jars of peanut butter in
October; 104 jars of jelly in November; and 210 cans of tuna in December. These generous
donations were joined with others and the program was able to supply the needs of 75 children
for an entire month of weekends without having to spend any reserved funds to purchase food.
Yoga is now part of the curriculum at the Wright Start Preschool at the Seacoast School of
Technology (SST). Early Childhood Education students are also part of this new initiative.
Yoga is an excellent way for students to learn how to improve health and discover ways to
breathe better. With the increase of anxiety reported among so many students, yoga will provide
many tools to help self-regulate and de-escalate which will be useful to them throughout their
lives. It will likely become a way of life for preschool students and as high school students will
be able to serve as role models among their peers as they become professional educators as more
and more schools integrate yoga into their health and physical education programs.
The Leadership Team at East Kingston Elementary School (EKES) is working on the
development of a more comprehensive report card system for elementary schools that may be
helpful within the entire SAU. With the adoption of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS),
the team is finding that it is very important to update the language on the current report cards to
better align it with the new standards that are being assessed. This is a major undertaking that
may take two years to complete in totality. In the meantime, however, EKES is working closely
with the SAU Tech Department to update Power School for next year to better reflect the
standards being taught and assessed.

Second graders at Swasey Central School (SCS) are “heading to” the Artic and Antarctica to
explore each habitat of the animals that live there. The students will research animals using
various nonfiction resources. The fourth graders returned from the December break and spent
time learning about the life of Hastin, the elephant caretaker, in this month’s read aloud,
Chained. This is one of the Great Stone Face books selected for this year and the students are
reading it in preparation for their Skype visit with author Lynne Kelly in early February.
Significant discussions continue at Main Street School (MSS) regarding the potential expansion
of the kindergarten program. Consideration is being given to the design and number of
classrooms that would be needed if this proposal continues to move forward. It is possible that
four more classroom would be needed to meet the expected number of students whose parents
would enroll them in the program.
With the tremendous help of the PTO Enrichment Committee, Kensington Elementary School
(KES) sponsored the Cultural Passport Program in January by focusing on Guatemala because
two families in the community have adopted children from this country. Those children are now
KES students. In a school-wide assembly the children learned about Guatemala and then
discovered some of its cultural highlights by studying artists from the country and made “worry
dolls.” In Music class the children sang songs in Spanish and during visits to the Library they
read various books and watching different videos about this Central American country. The
children even enjoyed different Guatemalan pastries as they “savored” the entire experience.
“Depth of Knowledge” is an important focus of curriculum work at the Cooperative Middle
School (CMS). Recently the teachers on Team 10 (8th Grade) reflected together on this work
and emphasized many examples of this complex and rigorous learning. In their English class,
students are reading Nothing But the Truth, a story about a 9th grade boy who is in conflict with
his English teacher over his grade. Students use a variety of methods to dissect the complexities
of the story and seek to find ways to support their various points of view. In Social Studies, the
students are learning to understand Tecumseh’s Cure which focuses on the death of a US
president who was elected every 20 years beginning in 1840. In math the students are
investigating a variety of ways to solve equations while in science they are exploring alternative
types of energy.

Social Studies Career Day was held recently at Exeter High School (EHS) under the expert
direction of Learning Area Leader Molly Stevenson. The highlights of the day were
incorporated into a five-minute video which clearly captures the value of such an experience for
students as well as for visiting professionals. Here is a link to the video on
Vimeo https://vimeo.com/85165392?utm_source=email&utm_medium=clip-transcode_complete-finished20120100&utm_campaign=7701&email_id=Y2xpcF90cmFuc2NvZGVkfDU1MzkyZTQxNzEyNzExNGUyN
TUwZDZjZDliM2RlYWZlODU0fDIyOTEwMDQ2fDEzOTA4NDYxMzN8NzcwMQ%3D%3D

Reflection
With winter upon us, let’s never forget to leave the woodpile higher than the way we found it!

